Air Force Return to Duty Program

“A Second Chance”

Information for Clients Under Sentence to Confinement

What is the Return to Duty Program?

The RTDP is a rehabilitation program designed to offer selected enlisted personnel under court-martial to confinement an opportunity for a “second chance” at productive Air Force service.  The program is managed by the Air Force Security Forces Center and takes place in a confinement setting at Lackland AFB, San Antonio, Texas.  Its participants, known as candidates, are involved in therapy and education programs that have as their goal a complete change in the attitudes and conduct that led to past problems.  Successful candidates return to active duty, and both remaining confinement (if any) and punitive discharges are suspended.

What is the authority for the RTDP?

This program is based in statute.  The Secretary of the Air Force is directed by law to provide for the organization and equipping of offenders selected for training with a view toward honorable restoration to duty (10 U.S.C. §951(b)), and to establish a system for the restoration to duty of such offenders who have had the unexecuted part of their sentences remitted or suspended (10 U.S.C. §953(2)).  Implementation of the law is found in AFI 31-205, Corrections Program.

Does this program work?

In the more than 40 years since it was established, over 17,000 men and women have participated in this rigorous program.  About 40% of them have been returned to active duty.  Over 97% of those returned to active duty have earned “outstanding” ratings from their commanders and gone on to complete their enlistment honorably, many retiring following distinguished careers.

Am I eligible?

Yes, you are if you --

1. Were court-martialed and are enlisted.  (This   program isn’t available to officers.)

2. Volunteer.

3. Have demonstrated a desire to change      negative attitudes and behaviors.

4. Are medically cleared for world-wide duty.

5. Can show a solid military record.

6. Have no more than limited prior criminal history, military or civilian.

7. Have no history of drug abuse, violent and/or sex related offenses.  (Rare exceptions granted)

8. Complete long-term treatment prior to entry into the RTDP.  (For sex offenders.)

9. Must have at least 30 days’ confinement remaining prior to entry.

How long does the program last?

You can expect it to take four or five months, during which time you will have foregone parole consideration.  Sometimes it takes a little longer.  That may mean having to stay past your minimum or even maximum release date.  Of course, you may revoke your volunteer statement at any time.  If you have more time to serve on your sentence, then you’ll go back into confinement; if not, then you can go home.

How do I get back to active duty?

You work hard!  Candidates are regularly evaluated for potential for return to duty by a Treatment Team composed of a social worker, a psychologist, substance abuse and mental health technicians, military training managers, and a chaplain.  The team meets periodically to assess each candidate’s progress in individual and group therapy, seminars, military training and work outlet programs.  When a final disposition is made, a board is convened from among Air Force members at the Lackland AFB and considers a candidate’s --

1.  Judgment, impulse control and coping skills

2.  Acceptance of responsibility

3.  Potential for future misconduct

4.  Promise to contribute to the Air Force

The board also considers good order and discipline, and asks itself two final questions: “As a commander or supervisor, would I want this airman working for me?” and “Considering the candidate’s entire background and potential value to the Air Force, should this airman be returned to duty?”  The board then makes its recommendation to the Air Force Clemency and Parole Board which acts for the Secretary in either returning the candidate to duty or eliminating him or her from the program.  Candidates may be removed earlier from the RTDP by the Air Force commander at Lackland AFB for cause.

Do I go back to my last base?  Same job?  Former Rank?

No, maybe, and no.  If you are returned to duty, you go to a new Air Force base.  You will not stay at Lackland AFB on the Air Force Base there, nor will you go overseas.  You will serve at least one year or until your enlistment expires, whichever is later.  If you desire to reenlist thereafter, you may need to secure waivers of high-year tenure rules -- no promises here.  There will be an attempt made to assign you in your original AFSC if that is what you want, but a security clearance lost as a result of your court-martial will not be restored simply as a consequence of your return to duty.  That may limit AFSC choices.  Lost grade, once approved by the convening authority cannot be returned through the RTDP.  Candidates may, however, petition the Air Force Board for Correction of Military Records to restore some or all of the stripes lost by court-martial.

Can my family join me in San Antonio?

Family members are encouraged to visit candidates but are advised not to move to the San Antonio area while their loved ones are in the RTDP.  The program demands your full time and attention.  Moreover, quarters are not authorized and the RTDP is not a PCS move with entitlements.  Finally, non-emergency leave is not authorized during the program, though you may get special holiday leave, i.e. for Christmas and New Years.  You will be living in a confinement facility with few opportunities to go off site.

How do I volunteer?

There are several ways that you may wish to discuss with your ADC.  They all involve a simple letter, no particular format, indicating that you are a volunteer for the RTDP and attaching evidence that you meet the eligibility criteria set forth in AFI 31-205, para. 11.4.3.  Your first opportunity is for direct entry by your convening authority in his action on your court-martial sentence.  If that fails, the Air Force Clemency and Parole Board can consider a direct application (if your sentence is less than a year) pursuant to AFI 51-201, para. 9.4, or it will consider you in due course when your case comes before it for clemency and parole consideration.  Also, inmates in any corrections facility who meet the eligibility criteria may apply for entry into the RTDP.  Such applications will be reviewed by a Screening Board.  The Deputy Commander, Air Force Security Forces Center, approves or disapproves all such applications.  If all else fails, The Judge Advocate will consider entering you into the RTDP.  Such applications should be forwarded to AFLSA/JAJR, 172 Luke Avenue, Suite 343, Bolling AFB, Washington, DC 20332.

ENTRY INTO THE RTDP DOES NOT GUARANTEE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION AND RETURN TO ACTIVE DUTY.







