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USAF Fact Sheet
8th Fighter Wing
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The 8th Fighter Wing, known as the Wolf Pack, traces its history back to Ashiya, Japan, where it was activated under its present designation on August 18, 1948.  Using temporary bestowal, the wing also claims the lineage and honors of its predecessor unit, the 8th Fighter Group, which was activated at Langley Field, Va. on April 1, 1931.
History

From its activation in 1948 until the outbreak of the Korean Conflict, the wing participated in the air defense of Japan.  The wing was redesignated as the 8th Fighter-Bomber Wing on January 20, 1950.

On June 26, 1950, one day after North Korean forces invaded the Republic of Korea, the wing flew air cover for the evacuation of Americans from South Korea, thus becoming the first wing to fly combat missions in that conflict.  The following day, June 27, 1st Lt. William G. Hudson, assigned to the 8th Fighter-Bomber Wing’s 68th Fighter-All Weather Squadron, downed the first enemy aircraft of the war.  Later the same day, three F-80 pilots of the wing’s 35th Fighter-Bomber Squadron downed four more enemy aircraft, achieving the first U.S. Air Force kills from jet aircraft.

On December 1, 1950, as U.S. forces pressed the attack on North Korean forces, the wing moved to Pyongyang, North Korea.  Then only days later on December 9, the wing moved to Seoul, South Korea, and then on to Itazuke Air Base, Japan.  Throughout the Korean Conflict, the wing primarily conducted air-to-ground operations, providing close air support for United Nations ground forces, and striking enemy resources such as supply centers and transportation assets.  For its efforts during the war, the 8th Fighter-Bomber Wing was awarded two Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citations and 10 campaign streamers.

The wing was redesignated the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing July 1, 1958.  From the beginning of the Korean Conflict until its move to George Air Force Base, Calif., July 10, 1964, the wing flew F-51, F-80, F-82, F-86, F-100, F-102 and F-105 aircraft.  After moving without personnel or resources to George AFB, the wing flew the F-4.

In early December 1965, the 8th TFW moved to Ubon Airfield, Thailand.  Once in Thailand, the wing began combat operations in Vietnam including bombardment, ground support, air defense, interdiction, and armed reconnaissance.  The wing downed more enemy aircraft (38.5) during the war in Southeast Asia than any other wing.  On January 2, 1967, the wing shot down seven enemy aircraft in 15 minutes as part of Operation BOLO.  In May 1968, the wing was the first to employ laser-guided bombs (LGBs) in combat.  In addition to the F-4, the wing also flew AC-130 and AC-123 gunships and B-57 bombers.  The aggressiveness and teamwork of the wing’s pilots inspired then wing commander, Col. Robin Olds, to nickname the wing "The Wolf Pack.”  This nickname remains and has become synonymous with the 8th Fighter Wing.  During its nine years at Ubon, the wing earned 16 campaign streamers, three Presidential Unit Citations, six Air Force Outstanding Unit Awards with Combat V device and the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm.

On September 16, 1974, the 8th TFW moved, without personnel or equipment, to Kunsan Air Base, South Korea.  On August 18, 1976, two U.S. Army officers attempting to cut down a tree in the demilitarized zone were attacked and killed by North Korean border guards.  Known as the "tree-cutting incident," the event triggered a quick build-up of forces as tensions with North Korea increased.  Two squadrons of F-4s were temporarily assigned to the Wolf Pack as augmenting forces until tensions eased and the forces returned to Kadena, Japan.

The Wolf Pack’s transition from the F-4 to the F-16 began with the arrival of the wing’s first F-16 May 29, 1981, making the Wolf Pack the first USAF F-16 unit stationed outside the US.  The wing’s first F-16 sortie was flown the following September and on July 19, 1982, the last F-4 departed Kunsan.  The 35th Fighter Squadron “Pantons” operate the Block 40 F-16CG.  The Block 40, equipped with infrared navigation and targeting pods, can carry and drop precision-guided munitions.  The 80th Fighter Squadron “Juvats” fly the Block 30 F-16CJ.  Pilots of both squadrons are equipped with night vision goggles.  When combined with its precision attack capability, the night vision goggles make the Wolf Pack a force to be reckoned with, day or night.
As part of an Air Force-wide reorganization, the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing was redesignated the 8th Fighter Wing on February 3, 1992.  This reorganization also entailed the activation of the original 8th Fighter Group (as the 8th Operations Group) and the activation of the 8th Logistics, Support, and Medical Groups.

Today, the 8th Fighter Wing performs both air-to-ground and air-to-air missions in support of numerous taskings throughout the Pacific.  With 41 assigned Block 30 and Block 40 F-16C/D aircraft, an annual budget of $92.5 million, and approximately 3,400 military and civilian members, the members of the Wolf Pack carry out their daily peacetime duties as they remain ready to execute their combat missions.

(Current as of August 2003)







